American Political Thought, Fall 2015




PS 181: American Political Thought
Instructor:  Simon Gilhooley
                                      Class Sessions: T & Th 1.30pm-2.50pm           

Office: Aspinwall 207      





      Classroom: OLIN 204      

Email: sgilhool@bard.edu
 Office Hours: T 3.30-4.30pm, W 10-11am and by appointment
Course Overview
The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction to American Political Thought. Drawing upon material from across the entire span of American history, we shall attempt to develop an understanding of concepts such as democracy, liberty, individuality, and republicanism, and to discuss how understandings of each of them have influenced political and social choices in what is now the United States. Readings will include Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Emma Goldman, among others.

Attendance and Participation

Because this course is intended to create a stimulating intellectual atmosphere and promote participatory learning, students are expected to attend all classes and be prepared to take part in discussions.  Because absence is sometimes unavoidable, students will be excused in advance on up to three occasions. Thereafter a letter grade will be deducted from your final grade for every unexplained additional absence. In the event of sickness please contact the instructor with a note from the student health center. In the event of an absence you are strongly encouraged to find out from your peers what you missed during the session.
This course will be conducted as a seminar, meaning that students will be responsible for carrying the bulk of discussion and debate. However, talking for the sake of talking is not the goal.  Rather, students should seek to make comments, ask questions, share ideas, and otherwise interact respectfully with one another.
Accommodations
In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, Bard College is committed to providing otherwise qualified individuals with disabilities equal access to the College's academic courses, programs, and activities. In support of this mission, the College provides services and reasonable accommodations to self-identified students who present the appropriate documentation. Students who claim learning, psychological or physical disabilities should register with The Disability Support Coordinator in the The Learning Commons at the start of the semester or as soon as the diagnosis of disability is made.

Academic Integrity
All the work you submit in this course must have been written for this course and not another and must be original in form and content with all contributory sources fully and specifically acknowledged. 

University Policies and Regulations

This instructor respects and upholds University policies and regulations pertaining to the observation of religious holidays; assistance available to the physically handicapped, visually and/or hearing impaired student; plagiarism; sexual harassment; and racial or ethnic discrimination. All students are advised to become familiar with the respective University regulations and are encouraged to bring any questions or concerns to the attention of the instructor. 
Requirements and Grading
Students will be graded on the completion of 2 reflection papers, 1 final paper, a presentation and discussion, and participation. Assignments are due at the start of the seminar on the given date, unless otherwise noted. Late papers will be marked down one letter grade for every day they are late. When extraordinary circumstances arise beyond a student’s control, please notify me as soon as possible (and before the paper is due) so that we may work out an agreeable solution. The final grade for the course will be calculated as follows:

1) 2 response papers (20% each)

2) One final paper (35%) 
3) Presentation and Discussion (10%) 
4) Participation in class (15%)
Written assignments should reflect the following standards:

· All submitted written work should be word-processed; handwritten work is not acceptable.

· Assignments should use a standard, 12-point font, be double-spaced and use one inch margins.

· Assignments should be securely stapled in the top left hand corner and contain numbered pages.

· Assignments should have a cover sheet containing your name, the assignment number and name, the date, your instructor’s name, and the course name.

· All submitted work (and drafts to be used in class or individual conference) should be proofread and spellchecked.

· All assignments should be submitted in hard copy in class AND in (identical) electronic format via email (in .doc format) by the end of the day of the class in which they are submitted.
Response Papers (2 x 20%)

You will sign-up for two sessions during the semester. For one of these you will write a response paper to be submitted at the beginning of the class for which the readings are assigned. On the other occasion, you should submit the paper via Moodle 24 hours in advance of the class (in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format).
 On this occasion, the class will begin by you offering a 10-minute presentation on the paper, after which the class as a whole will begin a discussion of the paper.

Response paper guidelines
A response paper is not the same as a mere summary of the readings. Instead, a response piece (at least in this class) is an opportunity to show that you can engage with the readings. Engagement here means being able to extract from the readings ideas, concepts, or questions, and then to explore or think critically about them. It also means extending a particular engagement across more than one reading. (So, for example, if you are exploring the idea of popular control over the government in reading X you should talk about it in reading Y as well).  

The response paper is different from a formal paper in that you can choose a topic/concept/question in the week’s readings that appeals to you. You can write about what you found interesting or problematic in the readings. However, it should not be a “reaction” paper (“I found author X’s argument to be rubbish/brilliant”).

The paper should be structured as you would a formal essay – with an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion. It should develop a thesis, although this need not be a causal explanation or a belief that one writer is “correct.” It could concern the manner in which each writer or text has dealt with the area you are engaging. How do the authors agree and disagree? What elements do they see as the most important, and how do these opinions differ? Which of the arguments do you find most persuasive, and why? Do they leave more to be said on the topic – and how might we add to their accounts in order to provide a more complete account of the topic?

For example, if your topic was the relationship between religion and politics you may wish to consider how the different authors understand moral behavior. Do they have the same view of what constitutes the public sphere? How do they see the Church influencing civilian life – is it in the same way, through the same channels, and/or to the same extent? How do they think the existing relationship should be changed (if they do)? When do they believe the current form of the relationship started, and what was the most significant cause of these developments?

In terms of structure, you might begin with how each author (A, B, & C) defines liberty (for another example), then what they each see  as its role in the political system (A, B, & C again), before finally considering whether that role is beneficial. Integrating the discussion of each author with the others like this will make it easier to avoid summary.

The reflections should be no more than 1,500 words in length (about 5-6 pages double spaced). In addition to a paper copy submitted in class, you should submit an electronic copy (in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format) via Moodle2 the evening after class. Your essay should follow a consistent model of citation and include a list of works cited at the end. It is recommended that you use one of the Chicago Manual of Style approaches detailed here: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle
Textbooks and Readings

There is a “textbook” for this course:

Isaac Kramnick & Theodore Lowi, American Political Thought [In syllabus KL]

Page numbers from this book (“KL”) will be listed for certain sections. 

In addition, the following books are available for purchase at the bookstore:

John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, [Hackett Edition]

Joseph Addison, Cato: A Tragedy, and Selected Essays

J. Hector St John de Crévecoeur, Letters from an American Farmer, [Oxford University 

Press Edition]

Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition: And the Men Who Made it

James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, & John Jay, The Federalist Papers, [Penguin Edition]

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, [Penguin Edition]
Other readings marked * can found on the course’s Moodle site. The access code is  jeremiadF15
Readings:
Week 1

Tues 1st Sept:

Introduction

Thurs 3rd Sept:
No class – I’ll be attending the American Political Science Association Conference. We will make this up later in the semester.

Week 2
Tues 8th Sept:

Liberalism
Readings:  

John Locke, Second Treatise, Chapters 5, 8, 9, 18, 19
*Louis Hartz, The Liberal Tradition in America: An Interpretation of 

American Political Thought since the Revolution
Thurs 10th Sept: 
Republicanism
Readings:  

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Chapters:

4 (all), 

5 (Part on “Political Effects of the System of local 

administration…), 

9 (all), 

12 (all), 

13 (Up until “Tendencies of the American Democracy as 

regards the Salaries of public Officers”), 

14 (all), 

15 (all).

Week 3
Tues 15th Sept:
Rival Themes
Readings:  

*Sacvan Bercovitch, The American Jeremiad, Chapter 1

* Richard Hofstadter, “The Paranoid Style in American Politics”
* Rogers M. Smith, "Beyond Tocqueville, Myrdal, and Hartz: The 
Multiple Traditions in America," American Political Science Review 87 (1993)
Thurs 17th Sept:
Colonial Thought
Readings:

John Winthrop – KL 11-23




Nathaniel Ward – KL 27-31




The Mayflower Compact – KL 73 




Charter of the Massachusetts Bay Company – KL 76-80



Jonathan Mayhew – KL 43-52




John Wise – KL 31-43




An Ordinance and Constitution of the Virginia Company – KL 74-76




William Penn – KL 80-83
Week 4
Tues 22nd Sept:
Late Colonial Thought
Readings:
“What is an American?” in J. Hector St John de Crévecoeur, Letters 

from an American Farmer



Benjamin Franklin, “The Way to Wealth” – KL 53-60




Benjamin Franklin, “The Art of Virtue” – KL 60-66
Thurs 24th Sept:
Revolutionary Thought
Readings:

James Otis – KL 100-108



Samuel Adams – KL 108-113




John Adams – KL 119-131

Declaration of Independence – KL 151-155

Joseph Addison, Cato: A Tragedy, and Selected Essays [Read the play 

“Cato,” and the Introduction if possible] 





Recommended: Danielle Allen, Our Declaration: A reading of 

the Declaration of Independence in Defense of Equality (Selections on Moodle)
Week 5



Tues 29th Sept:
Slavery 1: Revolutionary Period/Radicalism
Readings: 

Thomas Paine – KL 131-151




Benjamin Rush – KL 536-542




Thomas Paine – KL 542-545




Thomas Jefferson – KL 546-554

**Weds 30th Sept:
Film screening, RKC 103, 6.30pm
Thurs 1st Oct:

The Constitution I
Readings:

The Constitution of the United States – KL 170-181




Bill of Rights – KL 281-283
* James Wilson, Lectures on Law, 634-640, 689-690



The Federalist Papers, Nos. 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 23, 30, 37
Week 6



Tues 6th Oct:

The Constitution II
Readings:

The Federalist Papers, Nos. 38, 39, 40, 49, 51, 57, 78

Thurs 8th Oct:

After the Constitution
Readings:

Letters from the Federal Farmer – KL 248-256




Essays of Brutus – KL 256-266


Alexander Hamilton, “First Report on the Public Credit” – KL 297-304

Alexander Hamilton,  “Report on Manufactures” – KL 309-319
Recommended: Alexander Hamilton, “Opinion on the Constitutionality of the Bank” – KL 304-309
Week 7
Tues 13th Oct:

No class – Fall Break
Thurs 15th Oct: 
Arendt Conference – see extra credit assignment

Week 8
Tues 20th Oct:

Jefferson & the New Republic
Readings:

Thomas Jefferson – KL 348-379
Recommended: “Thomas Jefferson: The Aristocrat as Democrat” in Hofstadter

Thurs 22nd Oct:
No class

**Mon 26th Oct:
Film screening, RKC 103, 6.30pm
Week 9
Tues 27th Oct:

Slavery II: Antebellum Criticism
Readings:

William Lloyd Garrison – KL 554-563




David Walker – KL 581-588




Frederick Douglass – KL 588-598




*“Address of the Executive Committee of the American Anti-Slavery 

Society to the Friends of Freedom and Emancipation in the United States.”
Thurs 29th Oct:
Slavery III: Antebellum Defense
Readings:
John C. Calhoun, “Speech on the Reception of Abolition Petitions” – KL 601-604



John C. Calhoun, “Speech on the Importance of Domestic Slavery” – KL 604-607


George Fitzhugh – KL 624-644




John Henry Hammond – KL 647-649 




*Alexander Stephens, “Corner Stone Speech”
Week 10

Tues 3rd Nov:

Jacksonian Democracy

Readings:

George Bancroft – KL – 451-456




*The United States Magazine and Democratic Review (1838)




*Abraham Lincoln, “The Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions”





Recommended: “Andrew Jackson and the Rise of Liberal 

Capitalism” in Hofstadter
**Weds 4th Nov:
Film screening, RKC 103, 6.30pm
Thurs 5th Nov:

Critiques of C19th America I: Emerson & Thoreau

Readings:

Ralph Waldo Emerson – KL 471-484

Henry David Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government” – KL 484-491

Week 11
Tues 10th Nov:

Critiques of C19th America II: Women & Native Americans
Readings:

Angelina Grimké – KL 510-514



Sarah M. Grimké – KL 514-522



Catharine E. Beecher – KL 522-529




Elizabeth Cady Stanton – KL 529-536




“On Work and Property” – KL 940-941




*”Letter From John Ross”
*Extracts from Jonathan Lear, Radical Hope: Ethics in the Face of 
Cultural Devastation

Thurs 12th Nov:
Lincoln
Readings:

Abraham Lincoln – KL 649-687

Recommended:  “Abraham Lincoln and the Self-Made Myth” in Hofstadter
Week 12
Tues 17th Nov:

Social Darwinism, Wealth, and Politics
Readings:

William Graham Sumner – KL 703-730




*Justice Field’s Dissent in Munn v. Illinois
Andrew Carnegie – KL 730-737



Henry Demarest Lloyd – KL 764-773




Lester Ward, “Sociocracy” – KL 773-779 
**Weds 18th Nov:
Film screening, RKC 103, 6.30pm
Thurs 19th Nov:
Populism & Dissent

Readings:

Henry George – KL 740-747

Edward Bellamy – KL 747-764



National People’s Party Platform (1892) – KL 801-806



Ignatius Donnelly – KL 785-791



James Baird Weaver – KL 791-796
Emma Goldman – KL 818-828




Eugene V. Debs – KL 834-848 





Week 13
Tues 24th Nov:

Race after the Civil War 
Readings:

Booker T. Washington – KL 946-950




W. E. B. Du Bois– KL 950-973




Marcus Garvey – KL 974-980



Thomas E. Watson – KL 796-801

Thurs 26th Nov: 
No class – Thanksgiving

Week 14
Tues 1st Dec:

Female Rights

Readings:

Victoria Woodhull – KL 860-869
Susan B. Anthony – KL 869-872




Charlotte Perkins Gilman – KL 872-877 




Jane Addams – KL 877-882 
Thurs 3rd Dec:

The Progressive Era
Readings:

Lincoln Steffens – KL 988-993




Upton Sinclair – KL 993-1001

Herbert Croly – KL 1065-1086




* Elihu Root, “Experiments in Government”





Recommended: “Theodore Roosevelt: The Conservative as 

Progressive” in Hofstadter
Week 15
Tues 8th Dec:

Individualism, Laissez-Faire & The New Deal

Readings:

Herbert Hoover – KL 1133-1147




Walter Lippmann – KL 1206-1211




R. G. Tugwell – KL 1191-1201




Charles A. Beard – KL 1147-1156




*Huey P. Long, “Every Man a King”




Franklin Delano Roosevelt – KL 1164-1191
Thurs 10th Dec:
MLK, Malcolm X, Civil Rights
Readings:

Martin Luther King, Jr. – KL 1305-1321




Malcolm X – KL 1322-1328



Bayard Rustin – KL 1328-1339 




Stokey Carmaichael – KL 1339-1343
Week 16


Tues 15th Dec:

The New Left & New Right
Readings:

C. Wright Mills – KL 1264-1277

Students for a Democratic Society (Port Huron Statement) – KL 1290-

1301

Betty Friedman – KL 1344-1350

National Organization for Women – KL 1350-1351

William F. Buckley, Jr. – KL 1228-1231
Barry Goldwater – KL 1256-1264

Young Americans for Freedom (The Sharon Statement) – KL 1281-
1282
Allan Bloom – KL 1438-1449

Thurs 17th Dec:
No Class – Enjoy the winter break!



*Final Paper Due via Moodle*
� If you do not use these formats, then your fellow students may not be able to read your paper. The resulting discussion will not be good – and you will put the awkward position of leading a discussion that no one can really participate in.





